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RICS Home Survey 
Introduction

A RICS Level 2 Home Survey includes a more extensive roof 
space and drainage chamber inspection. It includes advice on 
defects that may affect the property and what maintenance, 
or repairs may be required. Previously called a ‘Home Buyer 
Report’ or ‘Home Buyers’ Survey’, an RICS Level 2 Home 
Survey is most suitable for conventional properties that are 
in reasonable condition and are simple in form and layout (for 
example, a property that does not have multiple alterations or 
extensions).
 
A RICS Level 3 Home Survey (formally called Structural/
Building Survey) is the most comprehensive survey report. 
It provides you with an extensive, in-depth analysis of the 
property’s condition and includes advice on defects, repairs, 
and maintenance options along with estimated costs for 
remedial works. 
Choose an RICS Level 3 Home Survey if you’re dealing with a 
large, older (80+ years old) or run-down property, a building 
that is unusual or altered, or if you’re planning major works.

Survey Specification

A RICS Survey will be able to provide you with valuable information in 
order to assist in making an informed decision on your investment.

3



What is covered?
This table compares each level of RICS Home Survey, so you can be 
sure that you are choosing the best RICS survey for you.
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Features Level 2 Level 3 

Details the construc/on type and condi/on of the 
property, no/ng any visible defects or poten/al issues. ✓ ✓ 

Iden/fies any serious problems the surveyor can see 
that require urgent a=en/on, or things that need 
further inves/ga/on to prevent serious damage. 

✓ ✓ 

Includes standard visual inspec/on (Level 1 & 2 does 
not include removing secured panels, electrical 
fiCngs, inspec/on chamber covers or similar) 

✓ ✓ 

Helps you decide if you need to seek extra advice 
before commiCng to purchase. ✓ ✓ 

Advises on ongoing maintenance required in the 
future as well as helping you budget for any repairs or 
restora/on works. 

✓ ✓ 

Includes more extensive inspec/on of roof space and 
drainage chamber. ✓ ✓ 

Establishes how the property is built, what materials 
have been used and how durable they are.  ✓ 

Describes visible defects and poten/al issues posed by 
hidden defects.  ✓ 

Describes the repair op/ons and providing a repair 
/meline whilst also explaining the consequences of 
not carrying out the recommended repair works. 

 ✓ 

Includes a more in depth, thorough visual inspec/on 
which includes a wider range of issues, such as more 
considera/on for the roof space, grounds, floors and 
service. 

 ✓ 
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Alpine Property Group Ltd is an established independent property 
consultancy incorporating Alpine Surveys and Alpine Design. As 
an award-winning business, we have over 30 years of knowledge 
and experience undertaking thousands of surveys each year. 
Specialising in historic and listed buildings generated an increase 
in more large-scale and complex projects for commercial clients 
such as the Hilton Hotel, Mitchells and Butlers and MLA Solicitors.
Our qualified Structural Engineers, Chartered Surveyors and 
Building Surveyors are supported by a dedicated operations 
team with core values based on client care, agility and high-
quality reporting. We are committed to improving our services by 
constantly monitoring quality and using a variety of approaches to 
regularly measure and evaluate service quality.

2012

2020

2022

2023

2024

Founded by Mark and Sarah Dobson, 
Alpine Surveys began as a building 
survey consultancy

Alpine Surveys grows to cover most 
of Southern England, with future plans 
to expand the range of surveys offered 
and geographic coverage

The Structural Engineering 
department is established to provide 
structural services, including surveys, 
calculations, assessments, and designs

Alpine Surveys expands operations 
relocating to a larger head office 
premises in Wareham becoming RICS 
accredited and a member of
the Faculty of Party Wall Surveyors

Alpine Surveys launched Alpine 
Design, its architectural division, 
staffed with an in-house team of 
chartered architectural technologists 
and designers to meet the growing 
demand for structural design.
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Preview Report
After the site visit, our surveyor will produce a detailed report including 
all their findings, with images taken during the site visit, along with 
recommendations.
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https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/damp-survey-report-2/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/


To view a full sample Level 3 report, click here.
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https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/rics-home-survey-report/


Our Credibility

Please click the buttons below to view the associated documents.

Alpine Surveys remains truly independent, conducting over 4,500 surveys 
each year for both domestic and commercial clients. With no connections 
to remedial works companies or builders, we focus solely on providing 
unbiased, expert property surveys. 

We pride ourselves on resolving issues that others cannot or fail to 
address. Our dedication to excellence is reflected in the awards we’ve 
received and our many positive reviews on platforms like Checkatrade 
and Trustpilot.
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Health & Safety Information

Terms & Conditions

Professional Indemnity Insurance

https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/winners-of-the-prestige-award-2022-2023/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/the-greater-london-enterprise-awards-2022-winners/
https://www.checkatrade.com/trades/alpinesurveys
https://www.trustpilot.com/review/alpinesurveys.co.uk
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/professional-indemnity-certificate/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/health-and-safety/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/terms-conditions/
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Other Surveys

Damp Surveys

Timber Surveys

Cavity Wall & Tie Surveys

Aerial Drone Surveys

Heat Loss & Energy Surveys

https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/damp-surveys/damp-survey/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/damp-surveys/timber-surveys/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/damp-surveys/cavity-wall-tie-surveys/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/aerial-drone-surveys/roof-chimney-aerial-inspection-surveys/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/thermography-surveys/heat-loss-surveys/


10

Structural Surveys
A structural survey is conducted by a fully qualified structural engineer to 
evaluate all safely accessible load-bearing elements, checking for structural 
integrity, deterioration, cracks, and defects that may affect structural 
performance.

•	 Site visit from a fully qualified, accredited Structural Engineer or Chartered 
Building Surveyor.

•	 A detailed and accurate assessment of the building. 
•	 Advice and information on current building regulations.
•	 Recommendations regarding any issues or concerns discovered.
•	 Guide cost for remedial works to rectify the issues found, if requested.

Structural calculations are necessary to comply with building regulations for 
construction or design projects. During a site visit, the structural engineer will 
take measurements to prepare a floor plan, section, and elevations, ensuring 
that the walls can support the second floor or any other necessary structural 
elements.

•	 Determine load-bearing elements for refurbishment
•	 Structural roof timber condition to install Solar Panels
•	 Design and Calculation for a loft conversion
•	 Structural Certificate of Adequacy
•	 Measured building surveys
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Design & Calculations

https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/structural-surveys/structural-building-surveys/
https://alpinesurveys.co.uk/structural-surveys/structural-calculations-drawings/
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Alpine Design

Alpine Design offers a range of architectural services, from 
floor plans to 3D visualisations.

We offer a comprehensive design service for any construction project, 
from initial advice to completion. 
Our team comprises experienced architects, architectural technologists, 
property specialists, and structural engineers who work together to 
deliver high-quality architectural results. 
We specialise in newly built homes, property expansions, and renovation 
projects, and we handle planning permission and building warrants, 
ensuring that your construction project is managed efficiently from start 
to finish.

We specialize in delivering bespoke 
architectural design services that 
are meticulously tailored to meet the 
unique needs and preferences of each 
client.
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https://alpine-design.co.uk


Really professional and helpful and I received an extensive break 
down of what work needs doing and why.

NW6

Excellent service, the report was exactly what we required, very 
professional and polite company. Very satisfied.

DA7

0330 333 9238
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www.alpinesurveys.co.uk

Regional Offices: London | Poole | Exeter | Swindon | Birmingham 
 Company No: 8018186 • VAT No: 117 3033 52

Very detailed report and efficient service from the surveyor. Highly 
recommended.

BH21

Very thorough and lots of images taken to support judgements. 
Very quick to respond and highly satisfied.

WV3

A thorough survey and clear and comprehensive debrief and report 
from a very pleasant and helpful surveyor.
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